
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2024 

Welcome to our termly reading newsletter. 
Each term, we will recommend books from 
a range of genres and styles. 

Don’t forget to checkout our reading lists 
aimed at specific year groups. All are 
available from our website.  
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Inspired by the true story of how the Grand Mosque of 
Paris saved the lives of hundreds of Jews during 
World War II, Hiba Noor Khan weaves a breathtaking 
tale of suspense, compassion, and courage, starring 
an extraordinary young heroine readers will never 
forget. Safiyyah loathes the brutal Nazi occupation of 
Paris, even though her Muslim identity keeps her 
safe—or, at least, safer than her Jewish neighbours. 
Violence lurks in the streets, her best friend has fled, 
and even her place of refuge—the library—has turned 
shadowy and confusing, as the invaders fear the 
power of books. Safiyyah longs to fight back and 
hates feeling powerless to help her Jewish friends. 
Worse yet, her father—who taught her to always do 
the right thing—is acting strangely and doing nothing 
to help them either. Or is he? Unravelling the mystery 
of her father’s odd behaviour draws Safiyyah deep in 
the heart of the perilous underground resistance to 
the Nazis, where her bravery is put to the ultimate 
test… 
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‘A wonderful novel... will stay with me for a 
long time.’ Elizabeth Laird 

More than a hundred years ago, a boy 
named Samkad thinks he knows 
everything about the world. He knows the 
mountains he lives in. He knows his people. 
He knows his blood enemy, the Mangili. 
And he wants to become a man, to be 
given his own shield, spear and axe to fight 
with. His best friend, Luki, wants all the 
same things – but she is a girl, and no girl 
has ever become a warrior. 

But everything changes when a new boy 
arrives in the village. He calls himself 
Samkad’s brother, yet he knows nothing of 
the ways of the mountain. And he brings 
news of a people called ‘Americans’, who 
are bringing war and destruction right to 
his home . . 
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We love hearing about 
books you have read so 
let us know what book 
you think everyone 
should read! 
 
 

 A student who reads is a 
student who succeeds.   

Our summaries are taken from the Goodreads website https://www.goodreads.com/ 

 


